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IIach)'/am per Violino, Clarinetto,
Violoncello e Pianoforte



Notes for the performers

This piece is based on a polymetric system very much like that from Southern
India. Each instrument follows its own independent metrics and tempo, coming
only together with the other instruments at specific ‘heaviness points'. These
synchronization points are indicated by the full barlines, which are the only ones
to have real metrical value; the dashed barlines are there merely to facilitate
playing together and have no metrical meaning at all. Instead, the metrics within
each instrument are indicated by the A accents, marking the beginning of a new
'bar' for the specific instrument. These 'bars' are moving as independent metrical
phrases from and towards the different synchronization points as indicated by the
size of the notes: when the notes are getting smaller they are moving away from
the metrical 'heaviness point', when they are getting bigger, they are growing
towards the next metrical 'heaviness point'.

In short: 'bars' are indicated by A and move as independent metrical phrases
towards common 'heaviness points', indicated by full barlines; the dashed barlines
are there only to facilitate playing together and have no metrical value at all.

Specifications

llachyam can be played in two different versions. The first is as an installation of 4
solo pieces (preferably in open air, as the piece is based on the sounds of wind,
water, land and fire), where the musicians are placed on hearing distance from
each other (the sound preferably being carried by the wind); the 4 musicians
repeat independently their part as a solo piece during the duration of the
installation, and the audience walks freely in between them, carried by the sound.
The second is as a traditional concert quartet piece on stage.
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